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This guide shows how to use AERN books to cultivate a business idea.  Choosing a business is a personal decision.  The business you choose to start should reflect your work experience, your life history and your preferred interests.  You can use these resources at your AERN center to help with your decision.
101 BEST BUSINESS TO START – Businesses are covered across a wide range of categories such as Business Services, Computers, Food & Drink, Healthcare & Fitness, Household Services, Personal Services Retailing, etc.  Each business profile includes estimates on start-up costs, potential, first year earnings, and years to recoup initial investment.  Designed for thumb-through browsing.
BUSINESS PLANS HANDBOOKS – Multi-volume set of real b-plans.  Use these to see what businesses others have started.   Most latter volumes include a comprehensive business index to previous volumes.  Also included in the appendix are such things as a general business template and lists of organizations that can help with business information needs.
ARE YOU READY TO START A BUSINESS?  Assess your own ability to succeed.  Explore the Small Business Readiness Assessment Tool @ the SBA.gov website. 
EXPLORE OTHER SOURCES FOR IDEAS – Read publications like the Wall Street Journal, Inc., Fortune, Forbes, Business Week, Business 2.0, etc.  Consider your background and past experiences.  Choose a business that matches your interests.  Ideas for business can come from just about anywhere.
WEBSITES – These three websites are excellent places to find further, in depth information on loans, lenders and how to fund your business proposal.
http://www.sba.gov      http://aern.cba.ua.edu      http://business.gov
For additional help with these and other sources please contact your local AERN center.
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Announcements / Upcoming Events

There are no announcements at this time.

Recent News

AERN users now have temporary, complimentary
access to the Small Business Reference Center
database via the Alabama Virtual Library (AVL). The
Small Business Reference Center can help small
business owners with buying/selling a business,
managing employees, writing a business plan,
understanding legal information, marketing a
business, and other related issues. The database
includes current information on relevant topics from
starting a company,
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and
S2ics t growing ocresaUng a bitsiness. The free Use
of this database from now through June, 2011 is
provided by EBSCO industries. Use the link in the left
column to connect to the Alabama Virtual Library.

AERN has a new partner, Washington County, with
offices in the Washington County Public Library in
Chatom. Jessica Ross, library director, says she is

excited about the opportunities that AERN resources
and training will bring to Washington County's local

businesses and its citizens. "The library takes an
active role in the overall development of Washington
County,” Ross said, providing residents a place to
learn, read or just relax in a beautiful and comforting
atmosphere. Resources supplied by AERN include a
library of essential business start-up and practice
books, a computer with Microsoft Office and other key
software related to starting, maintaining and
expanding a business. AERN also conducts workshops
on business matters that will be of interest to
Washington County residents.

I love deadlines. I like the whooshing
sound they make as they fly
Doug/as Adams

Featured website for March

Determining Your Financing Needs
Small Business Administration
http://www.sba.gov/content/
determining-your-financing-needs

This page on the SBA website guides
you in assessing your current finanial
situation in order to help you identify
your financing needs for your
business.

View other featured websites

Featured tip for March

If you were to ask random people on
the street where they thought most
small businesses got their start-up
money, they'd probably answer, “From
banks." They'd be wrong. Read more...

Investors in Your Backyard, p.12
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